
5.2 CULTURE AND RELIGION:
INDIVIDUALISM VS. COLLECTIVISM



Sometimes in the Christian world, it's difficult for us to understand this 

individualism and collectivism. And let me just say on the front here that when we 

look at these different parts of culture, we find in the Bible proof of both 

individualism and collectivism.

But in the early 2000s, while we were living in India, there was a group of about 

50,000 dalits. Now dalits are at the lower end of the caste system, and they were 

going to decide whether they were going to become Buddhist or Christian. And so 

that's very difficult for someone from an individualistic nation to understand. 

Because why? Because even within the church, we view knowing Jesus, we even 

say that it is a personal decision; It is a faith decision. So if that's true, how can 

50,000 people decide at the same time whether they're going to believe 

Buddhism or Christianity. And so this becomes a challenge for us.

As a matter of fact, a lot of times in individualistic countries, it becomes a 

challenge for us to understand Acts chapter two. Because there we read that the 

church had all things in common, and it goes as far to say that they were selling 

their land and houses and placing it at the disciples feet. 
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So we just tend to think socialism or something like that, but it wasn't that at all. It 

was about the collectivism that as people became believers, they had a union 

with each other and they operated in that. They would call it the ingroup of the 

Jesus followers of the church. So if one had a need, then the others had a need. 

And Paul talks about this in his letters as well.

So that's very difficult because in individualism, what I tend to think, because 

again, individualism and collectivism is not about collectivist are more relational or 

individualist are more selfish, but we tend to think in different areas. So we tend to 

think what, this is my space. We tend to think this is my time. We tend to think this 

is my money. But when you work in collectivistic societies, they think this is our 

space, this is our time, this is our money. So if it's our time, then if they're late or 

early, it doesn't really matter as much because once we're all together, that's the 

important part.


