
2.1 THE PRODIGAL SON



We just shared with you in the course to look at Luke chapter 15 about the 

prodigal son and answer the question: Why did he end up in the pig pen? Mark 

Powell, a new Testament scholar, did research on how culture affects the way that 

we perceive things. And this is true even regarding faith. He set out this question 

and he did it to evangelical pastors in the United States, in Russia, and in 

Tanzania, and he basically said, "Why did the prodigal son wind up in the pig 

pen?"

So when he compiled the results, what he found was is that the great majority of 

evangelical pastors from the United States, they said, "Well, he wound up in the 

pig pen because he squandered his wealth and spent it on things that he 

shouldn't have." And you know, when we go to Luke chapter 15 verse 13, we find 

out that they were absolutely right. Because the Bible says that he squandered 

his money.

But wait a minute. All of a sudden the Russian pastors, their results come in, and 

their results say, "Well, the real reason he wound up in the pig pen was because 

there was a famine." So we look at Luke 15:14, and guess what? The Russian 

pastors were right, it says there was a famine. 
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So then they received the results from the Tanzanian evangelical pastors, and 

what did their response say? They said, "Because no one would help him." And 

guess what? They were exactly right because Luke chapter 15 verse 16 says that 

no one would help him.

The point here is, is that our culture and our world view affect the way we see 

things, even our faith things. And so we need to realize that all three were correct. 

In the same way, again, ethnocentrism - one culture is not better than another 

culture; It's different.


