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Okay, so we're in Session Seven and we've talked about hiring a tutor and what 

we want to do is demonstrate a Task Based Language Learning Project that a 

tutor could help you set up; very easy to help set up. And it would be something 

very practical that you could do out in the community.

Now when you're a novice level, one of the things that you have to begin to 

engage in communication over is personal information. People, when they meet 

you, they always want to know: What's your name? Where are you from? 

What's your occupation? Things like that. So personal information is something 

that we're continually developing throughout our language development. Even 

when get into advance level, we're still developing how much personal 

information we can share with other people.

So if you remember in Session Four, I had some Bengali script that I actually 

used to demonstrate difference in writing systems. And then what it would look 

like if we actually used a family tree and superimposed the words from a family 

structure onto a tree that would help me with the graphic organizer. I don't have 

to process format, but I am processing the language. 
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And so one of the things we're going to talk about in Session Nine, but it's very 

helpful here, is that a checklist will help me. And I'm not going to go into detail 

about this because we do go in to more detail in Session Nine, but a checklist 

just helps me keep tabs with what all I want to include in my project. And I can 

add stuff in and I can take stuff out. So just as a brief explanation and overview 

of something like a Task Based Project might look like, we're going to use 

English and Spanish so that we don't have to deal with another written system.

Okay, so I might start in my first language and I might compile a list of words 

that I might want to use in regard to my family that I'm going to use out in 

society when I engage with other people. So I just have a list of 32 words here 

in English that deal with the family: mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, 

children, grandchildren. Then I'm gonna take that list and I'm going to translate 

it. Now here's where I get my tutor helper to help me, because sometimes 

words that are translated in a dictionary are not necessarily what are used in 

local speech. And so I want to make sure that my speech in the local community 

is right. And so I'm going to use my tutor helper to just go through with me and 

correct the words. Also, it helps because they may correct not only spelling, but 

also pronunciation.

Once I have vocabulary and I have compiled a list of words, then I might take 

that list of words and compile some very simple sentences. Now, some people 

prefer to do the written side prior to the spoken side, in reality, you can do either 

way.



But the idea is that your tutor should be able to help you with the language. So if 

it's written language, they're going to correct your grammar, they're going to 

correct the spelling. And then when you read those sentences to them, they're 

going to correct your pronunciation. So the idea is if I write some things out and 

have some things like this, I begin to engage with my tutor in a very easy way 

over the language and have it corrected. Now, as I have it corrected, I want to, 

as much as possible, try to use it more than just memorize it. I can memorize it 

in the beginning, but eventually it's going to just flow out a little bit easier. Okay, 

so then I might develop a page, and here at the top I have questions that 

someone might ask me at a birthday party, because that was our Task Based 

Project. So somebody might ask me how many children, how many 

grandchildren do you have, and what kind of answer would I get? And then 

down here, I develop a natural dialogue that I might have with someone. Will I 

have this exact dialogue or will I have these exact questions? Probably not, but 

will they be close or similar? Probably. So when someone asks me a particular 

question, will I be able to make an intelligible response? Hopefully. Will I be able 

to dialogue back and forth over the information? That's the hope when you do 

these projects. So when you think of Task Based Language Learning Projects, 

think of things in your life that are very important to you to be able to talk about. 

And then we're going to have, in the future, we're going to have a whole 

envelope full of TBLT projects, all the way from novice to intermediate and 

advanced, things that you can just do in society to help promote your language 

learning as you engage with other people who are very, very skillful in the 

language.


