
7.1 WORKING WITH A TUTOR



At times we're going to find that in language learning, we need to work with a 

tutor. And so the tutor can help me in quite a bit of ways. But one of the things 

we want to make sure of in working with a tutor is that we can find someone 

with whom we really connect. If you find yourself leaving a session very 

frustrated or very uptight, and that becomes a consistent problem, then you 

need to rethink, is this the right tutor for me?

But in working with a tutor, oftentimes we can do a variety of materials. And 

that's what I wanted to talk about. So what I wanted to talk about was how a 

tutor can not only provide reinforcement for concepts I might be learning in a 

class, but also can help me with projects that are completely apart from 

classroom material. And that's what we'll continue talking about as we address 

finding a tutor.

I do want to tell one story about when I worked with a team in India and they 

had never hired a tutor. They were new to the society; They didn't know what to 

do. And so when I arrived, they had no tutors and didn't know how to find them. 

So what we started doing was just going to all the local schools, the local 

universities, and we started finding people who might be willing to engage with 

them over language learning of the particular language they were pursuing.  
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And if the person would be willing to use some techniques and things that were 

not necessarily traditional, but were really communicative and really just help 

them use the language more.

And so when you think of where you are in society, if you're new into an 

international context, think of the places where you would find people who 

would be willing to educate and explain. And most often that's in elementary, 

middle, high schools, universities, places like that would be where you could 

find a tutor.


