
5.2 INSTRUCTION  + PRIVATE STUDY



Now we're in Session Five and we're talking about the division of where our 

time goes when we're in full time and part time study - between instruction time, 

private study time, and practice. And I'm going to talk to you a little bit about 

instruction time and private study time.

So instruction time is where I am meeting, either in a classroom under the 

instruction provided by a teacher, or with a private tutor who understands and is 

able to explain the language clearly. So instruction time for a full time student is 

going to be 10 hours a week, for part time five hours a week. And the thing I 

want to make sure out there is, oftentimes I've heard, we had a group from 

China that called and were studying the language and they were very frustrated. 

They weren't moving forward and come to find out they had four hours of 

instruction time in the university. So I told them, I said, "You know, that's great 

that you have four hours. Don't step away from that. But what you need to do is 

fill in the gaps and make sure that you have 10 hours a week of instruction. So 

you need to find either one or more tutors that would be able to fill in that gap." 

So they found two different tutors: One that was able to provide four more hours 

that got them to eight hours, and then another tutor who was able to provide 

additional hours as well. This way they had a combination of instruction time in 

classroom with group dynamics, as well as in tutoring privately.
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Now, what does that do for a person? So the tutor can bring dynamics such as 

reinforcement when I don't understand a concept that's being taught in a 

classroom. Also new material that the classroom instructor is not providing or is 

not to yet. And the tutor can provide extracurricular opportunities to how you 

would engage in certain conversations with people in certain contexts. 

But one thing that you need to make sure of when you have a tutor is that they 

have a good ability to explain the functional side of language. Now, what do I 

mean by functional side? So I have a word and I need to know what does that 

word do? Is it a subject or is it a verb? Okay, if I understand what that word 

does, then the tutor needs to also be able to tell me where does that word go 

when I put it in a sentence? So those two things are pretty important.

So for example, say I have a purple cup and I'm learning: where does the word 

purple go? "Purple," I understand from her discussion with me, is a description; 

it's a color. So I said, "The cup purple," and she corrects me, "no, it's a purple 

cup." So I understand from her explanations that the descriptor goes prior to the 

object. This is a big deal when it comes to the ability of a tutor to be able to 

break down and explain to me how the language functions. 



Now, the second thing we were going to talk quickly about is personal private 

study time. This means I'm alone, somewhere quietly, somewhere studying 

without distractions and without other people. This is where I have the opposite 

of interaction. This is where I need to focus and I need to think through things 

that are difficult for me. I might need to also consider the ability to include all 

four skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Now speaking, we will save 

for practice, which Matt is about to explain, but reading, writing, and listening 

would need to be included in my private personal study time so that I'm 

absorbing things in those three skills.

So if I'm brand new in a language and I want to learn the characters of that 

language, reading is reading the characters like we would with a child read the 

alphabet. So the other thing is listening. I might listen to those characters and 

those sounds being pronounced or simple words or phrases, and then writing 

the same thing. If I had the same Romanized alphabet, I might be able to 

extend it a little bit quicker and be able to go to sentences. So the idea with 

private study time is beyond homework. I need to complete my homework, but I 

need to fill in and have ample study time in the different skills in order to 

develop in my language learning.


