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Okay, so now you've seen the actual scale. You've completed an activity where 

you're listening to audio clips and trying to identify where these learners are in 

the general levels of the scale. So now we're going to talk about how to identify 

these levels. 

If you go back to the activity, you can see the descriptions and the audio - I'm 

going to be referencing those. So have those ready. We're going to use them 

during this video. So the first audio clip is of an advanced level speaker. So 

what we can do is: if we read the description of what he should be able to do, 

we can identify a couple of things that show us that he's advanced. For 

example, he's able to use different timeframes. He's able to use the past tense 

and the present. He's able to narrate; He's able to give a lot more description of 

what he says. As far as fluency is concerned: He sounds very fluent. He sounds 

natural when he speaks, even though we can tell he is not a native English 

speaker, he still achieves fluency that's easy to understand, which is a big deal. 

When we listen to him, it doesn't take a lot of effort on our part to really gather 

what he's saying. We can kind of understand him readily. So go back and listen 

to the audio clip now and see if you can identify some of the things that we just 

described.
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The second audio clip is of a novice learner. So if you listen to this person 

speak, she tends to speak in shorter phrases and sometimes words. And you 

can tell that she's processing, she's trying to communicate meaning, but she 

can't quite make it. So looking at the description, you can tell that there's a lot of 

memorized or recalled phrases. You can tell that there's a lot of isolated words 

and it is difficult to understand her. So as far as her grammar, her syntax, like 

the structure of what she's saying, and also as far as her pronunciation, she's 

still developing those areas. So she's a novice level learner because we have 

these indications that show us what she is able to do and what she isn't able to 

do. So go back now, listen to the audio and see if you can pick up some of 

these descriptors.

So the last audio clip was an intermediate learner. So I want you to go ahead 

and listen to the clip. Once you listen to it, you can tell that she falls clearly 

between the advanced learner and the beginner learner. So she's able to, for 

example, speak in complete sentences. She's able to communicate personal 

meanings. She's creating with the language. She's not just regurgitating 

memorized material, but it's not quite as natural sounding. The cadence isn't 

quite as natural as the advanced speaker; you can tell that her cadence isn't 

quite as natural as the advanced speaker. So these are ways that we can 

identify levels. Obviously, as you guys have seen from the ACTFL scale, there 

are also sub levels. So there is more detail involved where we can identify 

specifically if they're, for example, intermediate, mid or high; novice low or 

novice mid, advanced low, advanced mid, advanced high. So look through the 

ACTFL scale, you can read the descriptions of what learners should be able to 

do, and then you can actually identify them yourself as you listen to English 

learners practice their English.


