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So here we are talking about complexity, and Matt did a phenomenal job 

describing to us the transition that we go through as our language develops. So 

what happens is: a lot of people, a lot of students, previous students, have said 

to me, "I just want to sound like a native speaker. I don't want to sound like a 

child." Well, when we start language learning, it's very simple: language. So it 

can be thought of as child like, but it's just simple language. It gives you a 

foundation to build on for more complex language.

If we do not get the simple language foundation well-placed, then when we try 

to add complex thoughts, it'll be all jumbled up and people will not understand 

anything that we're trying to say. They'll say, "I understand your words, but I'm 

not sure what you're trying to say." So it's always better to start with simple and 

have a well-placed foundation, and then build on that.

Now, for a lot of people who do that, they feel like that they're having to talk in 

terms that a child would talk in; for example, concrete terms. So I have to talk 

about the blue cup, the red car, and I want to talk about deeper issues like 

marriage, or the political climate, or any kind of concept or abstract concept. So 

in order to talk about abstract concepts, we can develop those thoughts if we're 

able to use concrete language to describe them.
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In other words, I can't talk in abstract concepts without the foundation of the 

concrete first. So I need to be able to say, "The ocean as wide and deep as it; 

it's like a marriage." I need to be able to describe the ocean and describe things 

about the ocean. So when we look at this, there's a stark difference between the 

very first sentence and the third sentence that Matt has put on the board. This, 

you can see, this just in length alone. The very first sentence has three words. 

This ending sentence has many words. Yes, this is where a native speaker is 

going to be, how they're going to talk. But you're going to get there.

To build a foundation you need to start simple and don't make such complex 

sentences; start simply. And then as that foundation is laid, you can add more 

and more and more complexity to your language. So hang in there. This is a 

difficult thing, but you're doing it.
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