
3.1 COMPLEXITY



All right. So you're looking at this. Don't worry. We're not going to get into a 

whole lot of detail, but we did want to kind of illustrate what complexity could 

look like. Because when we see complexity, we might have an idea of it. But as 

we're learning a language, it might seem a little bit different than what we're 

talking about. We're not talking about concrete and abstract dots. So complexity 

doesn't have to do with being able to describe truth instead of colors, and 

shapes, and stuff like that. Complexity has to do a lot with how we string 

together sentences and how we make seemingly simple sentences more 

complex by adding details.

So I have three sentences that I wanted to use as examples. You can see here, 

we have number one as a sentence, that's simple: He studies Urdu - which is 

a language that's commonly spoken in Pakistan. Now, to kind of see how 

complexity plays out, we're going to look at the structure of these sentences in 

very basic terms. We're just going to look at the subject, verb, and object. We're 

going back to grade school. We're going to learn the basics. So we're gonna 

break these sentences down in very simple terms. We're just going to look at 

the structure in terms of subject, verb, and object. So we're going back to grade 

school. We're just going to look at the basics, the fundamental structure of each 

sentence.
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So if we look at number one: He studies Urdu. We have subject, verb, and 

then the object. So it's very straightforward. SVO - SVO - we could see it clearly. 

Right? Simple sentence.

If we wanted to add more to it, we could use a special word like a conjunction, 

to connect two simple sentences, and we could add additional information. So 

just to go through it quickly, we're just going to identify subject, verb, object.

 

So for the third sentence, we have even more complexity. Stan is the subject, 

we know who he is now anyway, Stan. Has studied is still the verb phrase, so it 

hasn't changed from the second sentence. And Urdu still the object. We have 

another sentence that lies in there, but that's what adds to the complexity. You 

can talk through those details with your teacher or tutor, but just for the sake of 

simplicity, we have the subject, the verb phrase, and the object. We have the 

same conjunction, And, and then we have a more complex form of the second 

sentence: today he can hold a conversation. So today he can hold (same 

verb phrase), a conversation. So looking at the grammar in a very simple way, 

we can see a couple of things, including the fact that language is patterned. 

This is very important. We're supposed to look for the patterns in a language.   



So as you're looking for patterns in the language, subject verb object is a 

common pattern to look for; It's called word order. In English subject verb object 

is the standard word order in other languages this is different. For example, in 

Irish Gaelic, it's verb subject object, which here would be Studies He Urdu; and 

Hindi it's subject object verb, which would be He Urdu Studies. So even though 

I sound like Yoda, trying to kind of phrase these, in that language that's the 

appropriate way to structure your sentences. And as you get more complex, you 

have to bear in mind the different structures they use to make their language 

more complex. 


