
2.1 STORY ABOUT TIME + LANGUAGE



So, a lot of people ask, how long does it take to learn a new language? 

That's a great question. Excellent question. So it may take different people a 

different amount of times. And, depending on the language, the amount of time 

commitment you make will also make a difference. In the sessions that come 

later on we're going to talk about that. The distinction between your first 

language and the distance to your second language, how great that gap is.

But for time constraints, we want to talk about time in two ways. The first way is 

longevity. How many years, how many months, how many years would it take 

me to learn language? The second way we want to talk about time is weekly. 

That means how many hours each week do I need to commit? And through that 

commitment over a long period of time, what would be the outcomes? 

So if we look at this graph, let's look at this graph. If we look at axis X, we see 

on the bottom that we have longevity. So we have up to 24 months. We have 

six months, 12 months, 18 and 24 months. We see on axis Y that we have all 

the levels and sub levels of language acquisition that you move through to 

acquire a deeper knowledge. 
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So if we look at the top of the graph, we're going to get to advanced and 

superior. So the very top trajectory on that is a full time student. So we all want 

that. That's the trajectory; You get there in a two year period. You're moving 

from no real use of the language all the way to potentially, depending on a lot of 

different factors, advanced level. 

The second one we see is part time.  So we see the same trajectory that the 

line moves almost parallel to full time. But what we see there, the difference is, 

that it's going to take a lot longer and more longevity to arrive at the same point 

in my language learning.

In other words, if I study and get to advanced level in two years, it might take 

me four years in part time. So what do we see: The very bottom line is survival 

level. Survival level language flattens out after a period of time. You can learn a 

lot of things that help you survive, going through an airport saying, "Hello," 

greeting my neighbors, personal information. But there comes a point where 

you are limited in what you can actually create and spontaneously do in the 

language. 

So we have to remember that in order to have an outcome that we want, we 

have to have realistic expectations as to what are my time requirements and 

commitments that will allow me to achieve those outcomes.  


