
11.1 ORAL ASSESSMENT



Okay, so we are in session 11 now. And session 11 is talking a little bit more in 

depth about assessment. Now, remember, prior to this we talked about 

formative assessment and Matthew talked about the different levels and sub 

levels when we look at the documents that do help us assess, such as ACTFL. 

And so in assessment for language it's very common to look at reading, writing 

and listening, those are very easy to assess. What is difficult to assess is a 

person's speaking. And so the experts in the area of applied linguistics in these 

fields, such as ACTFL, ICCT, and other organizations have developed oral 

proficiency interviews or oral proficiency assessments, where they have a 

variety of tasks that you do that Matthew previously described. And in doing 

these tasks, they can see what your general language ability is. And they 

categorize that into levels and sub levels.

And so in a lot of areas that are more informal, we use simulated oral 

proficiency assessments. And the simulated versions are probably an 

abbreviated version. So instead of doing 15 different tasks, like the universities 

might require, in some context we just do seven different tasks. And this gives 

us a good feel for an individual's general language ability without it being so 

heavy and weighty.
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But anyway, I wanted to talk about the need for this in identifying your strengths 

and weaknesses so that as we described earlier, it can help you move forward 

with the improvements you need to make in your language. Now, a lot of people 

don't realize or budget for, apart from a preset program. Let me explain that. So  

you're going to go to a class and you have enrolled in a program, let's just say 

in South Africa, so you write them and you find out what their tuition is. But then 

you get there and you find out that the classes are insufficient to meet all of the 

needs that we've described.

So in addition to your preset program classes, now you're going to have to hire 

some additional tutors, perhaps some helpers, and definitely you're going to 

need, from time to time, to be able to do some assessment. So I want to just 

reiterate to you, it's a big deal to think through your budget, as well as your time 

constraints when you think building a study plan that is complete. Because 

language learning is not always cheap. I have known people who live in the 

Middle East and other areas who have sacrificed from their personal savings to 

be able to do a complete, full time study plan. It's very admirable. And after a 

year or two, they have this in depth study. They have a wonderful grasp of 

Arabic or other languages. So it's worth thinking through not only with your time 

constraints, but also with your budget, that you have sufficient funding to build a 

complete study plan.

So I often think why would you move to the other side of the planet and make all 

that change in your life and your family's life, your children's life, and then not 

have sufficient funding to follow through and have full time language study. So 

raise the money, find a way to raise the money and do your language study.


