
10.2 GOOD TUTORS



So we talked about bad tutors; In this particular video we're talking about good 

tutors. And then in the next one, we're going to talk about ugly tutors. So brace 

yourself, it's coming up.

Good tutors, as you can kind of assume, a lot of what defines a good tutor is the 

opposite of what defines a bad tutor. So a good tutor is someone who 

understands that you're learning and is willing to be patient, is willing to help 

guide you but not dominate the conversation, and is willing to work with you. So 

if you have things that interests you, they're willing to kind of break off and 

address those things while your interest is there. So these are a couple of 

things that define good tutors.

But defining a good tutor and a bad tutor has a little bit of a gray area because 

people are different. So someone that I might find to be a fantastic tutor, 

someone else might be really frustrated with. So as you're kind of trying to 

figure out if a tutor works for you or not just bear in mind that there are 

differences and that a particular way of approaching language learning might be 

different and good, or it might not be great at all, even though we're comfortable 

doing it. 
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For example, maybe you have a tutor who's a grammar Nazi, and they like to 

correct everything you say wrong as you say it. And maybe you have another 

tutor who's more like a conversation coach. Maybe they kind of help guide you 

communicate meaning well, and their feedback doesn't come around often. But 

when it does, it's usually pointed at, "Hey, you know, you're not communicating 

the meaning correctly."

Both tutors have their place and both tutors have their timing as well. A 

grammar Nazi can really help someone who's more advanced. If you have the 

foundation down and you're able to communicate clearly, but there are small 

details in your speech that really don't come across right, they come across kind 

of odd, someone who would be labeled as a grammar Nazi or someone who is 

more technical and wants to make sure everything you say is correct is very 

helpful in that setting because they can really help polish your language to 

another level.

On the other hand, if you're a beginner, sometimes a conversation coach type 

tutor is a better fit because they know you're learning everything from scratch 

and they know that it's a long process. So they're willing to overlook a lot of the 

details in order to help guide you communicate the general message correctly. 



So as you're contemplating good tutors and bad tutors, consider what their 

personalities are like, what they emphasize and evaluate at different stages, 

even in your own language learning if they're helping you. If they're not helping 

you, you have to make some decisions. But if they are helping you, they're a 

good fit for where you're at at that moment. 

One last key point, one last example, would be the importance of variety when 

you're selecting tutors. If you only learn a language from one source, you're 

going to learn how to speak that language just like that one source. But if you 

have multiple tutors and teachers pouring into you, you get an idea of what the 

general language is like. And you get an idea of what maybe some of the 

dialects or some of the personal differences are between tutors. So it's always 

better to have more than one source when we're talking about tutors. 


